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Americans spend more than 100 hours per year commuting to and from 
work, according to the census bureau. That’s more time than they spend on 
vacation. And at over a half an hour, the average new york state commute 
is the nation’s longest daily trek.  
 
For most of us, the time we spend commuting constitutes a sinkhole in the 
daily routine when we can’t do much of anything besides flip through the 
paper. For the past two years, however, photographer travis ruse has 
taken the opportunity presented by his 45-minute commute—he travels 
from park slope to midtown manhattan via three train lines that make a 
total of 11 stops—to create a series of vivid photographs that are, by 
turns, humanistic and surreal.  
 
Each day, he posts images from his commute on a personal photoblog 
(travisruse.com). The daily updates began in november 2004 and continue 
to this day. The site has become a cult phenomenon, drawing 20,000 hits 
each week and garnering articles in the new york times and step magazine. 
In 2006, the site was nominated for an award for best American photoblog. 
 
Brooklyn to grand central: a commuter’s journal is the first new 
york exhibition of ruse’s subway series.  
 
Featuring 50 prints culled from over 600 images now archived online, the 
show presents a lyrical narrative of urban life. Armed with a letter from 
the metropolitan transit authority that certifies that, contrary to 
popular belief, it is no crime to use a camera on the subway, ruse has 
created photographs that brim with color, atmosphere, and detail.  
 
Ruse, who lives in Brooklyn, is also the photo editor of inc. magazine. 
Previously, he was a news photo editor at corbis saba and contributed as 
an assignment editor to the 2002 book a day in the life of the u.s. armed 
forces.  
 
Exhibition at The Redux Gallery 
January 25–march 9, 2007 
 
Opening Reception 
January 25, 2007, 6:30–8:30 p.m. 
Redux Gallery  
116 e. 16th street, 12th floor 
New york, ny 10003 
For more information, call (212) 253-0399. 
 
About the gallery:  
 
Redux Pictures, founded by Marcel Saba, is a photo agency specializing in 
compelling portraits, award-winning reportage, and personal attention to 
service. Redux Gallery is committed to showcasing photographers who have 
unique and compelling visions.  
 
For more information, please log on to www.reduxpictures.com. 


